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Overview
Repousse! and chasing are met al-working t echniques t hat  involve 
f orm ing a relief  pat t ern on t hin met al.  Tradit ionally , designs are 
t ransf erred ont o t he met al w it h carbon paper or a pencil. The piece 
is placed in a cast  iron bowl called a pit ch bowl or pit ch pot  fl lled 
w it h hot  pit ch t o keep it  f rom moving while it  is being worked. 
Repousse! and chasing t ools — polished st eel punches and blunt  
chisels as well as a specialized hammer called a chasing hammer  are 
used t o bring t hree-dimensional lif e t o t he design.
" This dif fl cult  ancient  t echnique can be adapt ed easily  t o Met al 
Clay , elim inat ing t he need f or expensive t ools and messy  pit ch.
! This present at ion is in t wo part s. The fl rst  part  out lines 
several Phot oshop t echniques t hat  can be used as t ools t o aid in 
t he drawing of  a design on paper/ sheet  PMC. The second part  of  
t he present at ion out lines t he st eps needed t o t ransf orm  t he 
phot oshopped image int o a repousse! design on met al. 

Part  I
When choosing a phot ograph f or t his project , choose one w it h 
simple, clean lines - a single object  rat her t han a v ist a; a t ree rat her 
t han a f orest ; a b lossom rat her t han a bouquet . The image should 
be in f ocus, alt hough a b lurry  image should not  be immediat ely  
discarded. The phot o w ill be alt ered, so it  is possib le t hat  an out  of  
f ocus image m ight  work f or t his t echnique since it  t he general 
out line of  t he image t hat  is import ant .
" In t his example, I t ook a pict ure of  my cat , cropped it  using 
t he Crop t ool ( f rom t he lef t  side t ool box)  and I changed t he shape 
of  t he pict ure t o a square. Next , I needed t o resize t he image so 
t hat  it  would fl t  w it hin t he 2#  x 2#  square of  a fl red sheet  of  PMC. 
To do t his I select ed t he Menu it em Image. In t he drop down menu 
under Image, I select ed Resize, t hen Image Size as illust rat ed here.
" Next , t he image must  be alt ered so t hat  t he out line of  t he 
image is t he dom inant  f eat ure of  t he image. To do t his, I select ed 
Sket ch under t he Filt er drop down menu ( across t he t op t ool bar) . 
There are several choices under t he Sket ch  fl lt er. In my example I 
chose ” Phot ocopy ‘ , but  ot her choices m ight  work bet t er w it h your 
part icular image. If  you choose one and don÷t  like t he result , Edit  → 
Undo works well t o undo a st ep. ( If  you want  t o begin again f rom 
t he beginning and go back t o your orig inal, uncropped, unresized 
image Edit→Revert  does t he t r ick.)
" Once you have a b lack and whit e out line of  your phot ograph, 
you are ready  t o print  t his out  and t ransf er t he image ont o a fl red 



piece of  PMC sheet . You w ill need a piece of  carbon or t ransf er 
paper t o do t his. Place t he t ransf er paper so t hat  t he carbon side is 
against  t he fl red PMC sheet . Tape along one edge t o hold t he paper 
in place. Next , cut  t he phot oshopped image so t hat  t here is a small 
border around t he image; t ape t his on t op of  t he carbon paper.
" Use a pencil t o t race along t he b lack edges of  t he pict ure. 
Every  so of t en, check t o make sure t hat  you are capt uring t he 
complet e image. Go over any  lines you m issed t he fl rst  t ime around, 
if  needed.

Part  II
Once t he image has been t ransf er t o t he PMC sheet  you can remove 
t he phot oshopped copy  and t he carbon paper. Place t he PMC sheet , 
which now has t he carbon out line of  t he image, on a f o lded t erry  or 
paper t owel. You need a surf ace t hat  has some ’g ive÷ t o it  t o 
accommodat e t he gradual ’bulg ing÷ or displacement  of  t he met al. 
Wit h a small sized ball embossing t ool, slow ly  ret race t he image 
using fl rm , st eady  pressure. Take your t ime and go slow ly  on t his 
st ep. It  is import ant  t o st ay  on t he carbon line or t he image w ill be 
dist ort ed. Don÷t  t ry  t o rush t his st ep. Repousse! is a slow 
t echnique. The met al needs t o be displaced gradually . Once you 
out line t he image w it h a small sized ball embossing t ool, go over t he 
same lines w it h gradually  b igger sized ball embossers. 
" It  is import ant  t o use a t ool t hat  w ill not  scrat ch t he surf ace 
of  t he met al. In addit ion t o t he ball burnishers, I use wooden clay-
shaping t ools t hat  come in various shapes and sizes and have a 
smoot h, polished surf ace. St art ing at  t he out side edge of  t he 
Repousse! image, apply  gent le pressure t o t he met al t o smoot h and  
defl ne t he raised lines.
" Once t he image is clearly  defl ned on t he backside of  t he met al 
sheet , t urn it  over t o check your progress. Are t he lines unif orm ly  
raised? Is t he image ident ifl able? Now you are ready  f or t he 
’Chasing÷ part . Chasing is defl ning t he image on t he f ront  of  t he 
piece. It  of t en goes hand in hand w it h Repousse! t hat  is worked 
f rom behind, alt hough eit her t echnique can be used alone. Repousse
! pushes t he met al int o convex shapes while Chasing defl nes t he 
edges. Working slow ly  and caref ully  on bot h t he f ront  and back of  
t he piece, cont inue t o raise and defl ne t he image. 
" Once t he PMC sheet  has t he fl nished Repousse! design, it  w ill 
need t o be backed w it h a st ronger mat erial in order t o be 
f unct ional. A  fl red PMC sheet  y ields a very  t hin ( approximat ely  2 8  
gauge)  piece of  fl ne silver. Because it  is fl ne silver and ext remely  
t hin, t he sheet  must  be backed w it h somet hing -- anot her piece of  
PMC sheet , fl ne silver or st erling sheet , Bronze or Copper clay , 
polymer clay  et c. The t wo layers can be at t ached by  soldering, 
r ivet ing, use of  t abs or prongs, PMC slip or a chem ical bond. The 
design can be t urned int o a pendant , pin, bracelet  or belt  buckle. 
There are endless design possib ilit ies and opt ions!
"
Go play .


