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Make your own tools!  Tools are great for production work, to make complex pieces with more than one 
part or to preserve that great texture for later use.

I.  Making your own stamps and texture plates from Polymer ClayThis tool is simple, easily 
accessible, and quick to make.  These stamps are fun for making silver clay charms, and can be used in 
combination to get more complex textures.  By stamping or texturing a sheet of polymer you can make 
your own texture plate.
 Supplies needed :  polymer clay, toothpicks (or other clay tools), roller or pasta 

machine, oven (toaster oven works fine for this)
 Safety considerations: use a “dedicated toaster oven,” good ventilation
 Resources:   Polymer clay can be purchased at most hobby/craft stores.  The brand 

names are FIMO, Premo, Cernit, Sculpey. Want pre-made texturing 
tools?  Try www.greengirlstudios.com

 
II.  Design your own rubber stamps 
If you can get your idea on paper, then it can be made into a rubber stamp. This is a great option if you 
want more precision in your design.  Depending on your design, rubber stamps and the matrix can be 
used to make pieces with a lot of depth (or “relief”) which is great for enameling, inlaying polymer clay, 
or simply oxidizing.   

Supplies needed:  none really, just your design/artwork on paper. 
Resources:  Ready Stamps specializes in making rubber stamps from artwork.  

Plus, Ready Stamps will send you “the matrix” (if you ask) 
which is a reverse mold.  You get two tools for the price of one!  
www.readystamps.com (for specific info on art stamps and for the proper 
Order Form, see: www.polyclay.com/ready.htm)
Want pre-made texture sheets?  Here’s just a few: www.creativetexturetool
s.com – silicone texture plates
www.sculpey.com – rubber (?) texture plates
www.clearsnap.com – “Molding mats” are rubber texture sheets 

III. Etch your own copper texture platesThis technique is great for shallow texture plates.  Etching 
copper is relatively simple and can be done in a home studio.  In this process, you transfer your image 
onto a sheet of copper using a special paper (PnP paper).  The paper puts a design of resist on the surface 
of the copper.  When you put the copper into the acid bath, the acid eats away at the copper surface 
where there is no resist.  This results in a raised pattern on the copper, and this resulting piece of copper 
can be used as a texturing tool.  If you want to do etching I recommend that you look at a manual or 
other guide.  There is quite a bit of information out there because electrical engineers are into etching 
their own computer circuit boards (!).  Ferric Chloride works best when warmed (not over 120 degrees).  
You also want to keep the solution moving, I use gentle agitation.
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Supplies needed:  20 or 22 g copper sheet, PnP paper,∗ iron, heat safe surface, 
photocopy machine, ferric chloride solution, plastic container, gloves, 
twine, tape, acetone, tongs

Safety considerations: Proper ventilation, chemical resistant gloves, safety glasses.  
Chemically speaking, ferric chloride is not an acid, but a salt.  The 
problem with a spill – on clothes or countertops – is that ferric 
chloride STAINS.  Work on a disposable surface or outdoors if possible.  
Ferric chloride can be reused many times. But when it is finally exhausted 
you will have to take it to a hazardous materials disposal site – down the 
drain is a no-no. 

Resources:  Radio Shack carries Ferric Chloride (about $5 for 16 ounces) 
Thompson Enamels sells the PnP paper (www.thompsonenamel.com)
Look under the category “blockout-resist media” for PnP paper – 8.5 x 11 
inch sheets (5 for $13.13)
Rio Grande also carries acids and resists.  

IV. Where can you get ideas and inspirations for your own tools?
There are many source books which contain public domain images and patterns. 

- Check your public library or bookstore for Dover Publications Clip Art books. Dover allows you to use 
an image 10 times in a project.

-  Clip art is available on the internet, some of it is Freeware, others are for sale

-  Using existing images and art can be a tricky issue.  Is it for your personal use or to sell?  If you are 
planning on selling you will be totally safe if you use your own art, relatively safe if you use images that 
are in the public domain, and relatively safe where the copyright expired or they were never properly 
copyrighted (and you can assume images that are 95 years old or older are in the public domain).  
Anything that was created after 1978 is copyright protected during the author’s life, plus 70 years.  If 
you still want to use an image, you could try to get permission from the original artist

- if you are doing a lot of selling you may want to keep a paper trail of photocopies and publication info 
for the images you are duplicating, just to cover yourself.

- keep a small sketch book with you at all time for ideas.  I prefer to use my own artwork so I don’t have 
to worry about copyright issues.

Resources:
Collections of public domain art – www.doverpublications.com (check your public library)
An outline of considerations for collage artists – www.funnystrange.com
U.S. Copyright Office – www.copyright.gov
Info on criminal copyright infringement www.cybercrime.gov/ippolicy.htm

           

Updated 8/6/04
(Footnotes)
∗ You can also use acetate sheets, available as overhead projector film from office supply companies, though some people find 
them to be not quite as reliable as PnP.
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